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Russ Case loved kids and it seemed he was always thinking of ways to teach and include them.

One of the many ways he reached out to the younger generation was in producing a Case knife called the “Little John 
Carver” ---a very affordable knife, it was packaged with a block of balsa wood and the pattern of a boat to encourage and 
assist the young knife owner with his carving project.
Produced in the 1950’s and named in honor of John Osborne, nephew of Russ Case. (Pattern # 220024 SP)

Wonder if anyone reading this ever had the “Little John Carver”?  Or maybe even still have theirs?

Among the other ways Russ Case looked out for his youngest customers--he would sell the Case Scout knives at or 
below manufacturing costs, so they would be more affordable to youngsters who earned their own spending money.  He 
wanted every boy in America to have a good CASE knife.

He often gave knives away to kids in Bradford. We should say, he gave knives to the good kids. Because if any boy in the 
vicinity of the factory was a troublemaker, Russ knew it and that boy went without.  

And in yet another venture to help his customers under a certain age, Russ joined with the local barbers of Bradford, PA 
to give each boy who came in a punch card. Each time they came in for a haircut, their card would be punched. After a 
certain number of punches, Russ Case would present the boy with a CASE knife.

It’s fun to think of the spark that must have been in Russ’ eye as he shared his love of knives with the next generation. 
There’s a lot of value there. The knife knowledge sure, but it’s even more than that. It goes deeper, a solid grounding, a 
connection. Many of you are doing something similar--you have great memories of a special someone who taught you 
about knives and now-- in your own way, you are passing that on—making that connection. We too, are happy to carry the 
tradition on, partnering each year with the Camp Case supporters, and W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery to host 400 kids here 
at Shepherd Hills for Camp Case--enhancing the connections made with the special knife enthusiast in their lives.  It’s a 
good feeling for us all, and we just can’t help but think that would make Russ smile.

(Information for this “Look Back” was paraphrased from Case: The First 100 Years by James S. Giles)

A Look Back
Russ Case & the Kids
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The Barlow pattern. Truly an American Classic. To begin with, George Washington had a barlow knife.*
Mention is made of a “real barlow” in the Mark Twain classics: Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. Both books 
were published in the late 1800’s, a time when a barlow knife was treasured by young American boys all 
across the land. At least one song was written about the barlow knife. And even Abraham
Lincoln had a barlow pattern knife. Lincoln was known to tell the
following story on himself:

He, (Lincoln) met a stranger along the road and this stranger told him that he 
had something for Lincoln. Taking a barlow pattern knife from his pocket, the 
stranger said his community had given it to him with one condition, that if he 
ever met a man uglier than himself, he should bestow the barlow upon that 
person. So upon meeting Lincoln, he presented him with the knife. Lincoln 
would then show the present company his barlow, as proof of the truth of the 
story.

Well, we don’t know if Lincoln was pulling our legs or if the story is 
fact, but what we do know for sure is that the barlow pattern is a
favorite of many—then and now---so for all of you who love the
pattern, we’ve got GOOD NEWS!  Rumor has it that his beloved 
pattern will be brought back in 2019 with a yearlong production in 
a variety of handle materials. So stay tuned, we’re sure we’ll have 
more info for you soon!

Washington’s barlow is on display at the George Washington Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, VA.
1From Cool Material by Dillon McLaughlin

Rumor Has It.....
Barlow Pattern Returns Through 2019!

As announced early this year, the Doctor’s Knife 
pattern will be taken out of production at the end 
of 2018.
We’ve seen a good variety in the types of Case 
Doctor’s knives available this year, and at the 
current time still have a good variety to choose 
from.
Including these two—the Paua and the Worked 
Bolster--that were just released in the 
past couple of weeks. We do have a 
couple more handle materials coming 
out before year’s end:
Electric Storm and
Tie-Dyed, so if you need 
one or more of these in your 
collection---now’s the time— Get 
while the “gettin’s good”!
You can see 
all the Case 
Doctor’s Knives 
being offered at
bit.ly/DoctorKnife

PRODUCTION ENDING ON
DOCTOR’S KNIFE PATTERN
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If you live in Illinois, come January 1st 2019, it will be illegal to purchase
Mammoth Ivory or Mammoth Tooth on any item. In legislation meant to 
protect living species--such as the elephant, Illinois has broadened the 
scope of the law to include extinct ones. Thus, woolly mammoth tooth and 
tusk are being included in the Illinois ban. (A few other states have
previously banned the sale of Mammoth Tooth/Ivory. They include:
California, Hawaii, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, and Oregon.)

It will NOT be illegal to possess Mammoth ivory or Mammoth tooth, just 
illegal to purchase after January 1st if you reside in Illinois.  In Illinois, 
after Jan. 1st, 2019, if you own either mammoth ivory or tooth, it is legal to 
give them away upon your death or anticipation of your death.

As you may know, we recently released the beautiful Crosscut Mammoth 
Ivory Case Knife Series shown below. Made from the tusk of the Woolly 
Mammoth---extinct for a minimum of 12,000 years unearthed from the
frozen tundra, each knife accentuates the beauty and intrigue of this
remarkable animal that once roamed our planet.

Just wanted to get the word out to all our eligible customers, but especially our Illinois customers---if 
you want/need one of these Crosscut Mammoth Ivory Case Knives--THE TIME TO ORDER IS NOW!
In stock and shipping now! Give us a call at 1.800.727.4643 or order online.

As we have read and understood the Illinois law, mammoth ivory/mammoth tooth may change hands 
by way of giving it to someone upon your death or anticipation of death.

Illinois Bans Sale of Mammoth Ivory
Beginning January 1st, 2019

The Sale of
MAMMOTH 
IVORY &

MAMMOTH 
TOOTH

BANNED
in IL after Jan. 

1st, 2019

ay of givi

RUSSLOCK

Item # 105761

PEANUT

Item # 105763

TRAPPER

Item # 105760

SOWBELLY

Item # 105767

MEDIUM STOCKMAN

Item # 105769

SMALL TEXAS TOOTHPICK

Item # 105764

LOCKBACK

Item # 105860

$329.98

$289.98

$329.98

$329.98

$329.98

$289.98

$289.98

More patterns
available online!
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Life Is Full of Surprises
As knife collectors, most all of us can remember back to a time when we were fi rst learning all about 
knives and what it takes to make a quality piece--and for some of us, that time would have been in 
our early years like age 11, same age as Cohen who stopped in with his dad at the Shepherd Hills 
Lebanon, MO store.

Cohen was mesmerized by all the choices, the wide variety, and was full of questions for Brandi 
Sheets who was working the knife counter that day.  She answered his questions telling him about the 
different types of steels, they went over what the handle materials were made of, and more. Cohen 
soaked it all up, took it all in, and then had more questions and by this time had fi gured out which one 
was his favorite.

About that time, a middle aged gentlemen walked up, also shopping for a knife. Cohen, nearby,
bubbling over with what he had learned--began to share with his fellow customer all his newly
acquired knife knowledge. (All of us Case collectors can understand this, can’t we? So much to learn 
about knives, so much to share).

The gentleman complimented Cohen and thanked him for sharing with him. Then, Cohen’s dad said it 
was time for them to go.

“But, Dad, I really would like to get this knife.” Cohen replied. His dad assured him they would get it 
another day, but for now that knife wasn’t in the budget.

In one of those “pay it forward” moments, the gentleman 
in the midst of buying his own knife, connects with the 
dad and discreetly says he’d really like to get the knife 
for his young new-found knife buddy, if the dad wouldn’t 
mind. 

Incredulous, and esctatic, Cohen accepts the knife with 
heartfelt thanks as the gentleman shakes his hand and 
tells the young boy, “You’re very knowledgable, young 
man. I know you will do great things with your life.”

Cohen stood up straight and tall, as if to rise to the
occasion, and stated clearly, “Yes, I am going to do great 
things with my life, cause I’m living my life for Jesus.” His 
standards already set, now encouraged by this chance meeting with a kind and generous stranger.

You won’t read about this in the newspaper or hear about it on the cable news. But Cohen learned a 
lot about knives that day, and even more about a random act of kindness and what a difference just a 
little unexpected kindness can make in someone else’s day.  

We could tell more stories like this, and we’ll bet you can, too--lots of kindnessess taking place all 
around us when we open our eyes to see. They truly are contagious, reminding us to join in because 
large or small “Kindness makes a fella feel good--whether it’s being done to him or by him.” (Frank A. 
Clark)
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Checkin’ In On The Auctions

Caribbean Blue Tear Drop
# 10328

Our Price $66.98
AUCTION $141

Lime Green Dragon Trapper
# 82388

Our Price $77.98
AUCTION $205

Brass Script Autumn 
Bone Trapper

# 89785
Our Price $70.98
AUCTION $155

N/S Shamrock Russlock
# 90435

Our Price $76.98
AUCTION $255

Grey Bone Russlock
w/ Confederate Shield

# 76460
Our Price $71.98
AUCTION $250

Case Ertl Truck
w/Black Bone Tiny Muskrat

# 1849
Our Price $119.99
AUCTION $255

Sealia Mermaid Natural 
Bone Trapper

# 96848
Our Price $74.99
AUCTION $200

Case Select Nectarine 
Small Texas Toothpick

# 10386
Our Price $59.98
AUCTION $188

What’d They Bring?

C
Sm
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“First Man”, the story of Neil Armstrong, the 
FIRST MAN on the moon came out in
theaters this fall.

For all of the new Case collectors who 
may not have had a chance to learn all 
of Case’s history yet, there not only was 
a Case knife onboard the Apollo 11 with 
Neil Armstrong, but NASA had

commissioned Case to make an “Astronaut’s 
Knife” for every previous manned U.S. space 

fl ight since the “Molly Brown” with 
Grissom and Young in 1965. 

Shown here is an ad from the 
1960’s highlighting Case’s

involvement and Neil
Armstrong himself accepting a 

replica of the Astronaut knife 
as a gift from Case.

“We’ve Had Questions…”

You may have seen a warning on the side of a Case knife box you have bought recently that says 
“Warning Cancer or Reproductive Harm” and a website listing for California Prop. 65. This has 
come about by a law that went into effect in the state of California on August 30, 2018. California 
implemented Proposition 65 in 1987 and it contained 85 chemicals that the State of California 
deemed to cause cancer or reproductive harm. In the years since that list of chemicals has now 
grown to about 900 chemicals. The list of chemicals is on the Proposition 65 website if you would 
like to see them. The list runs from chemicals we cannot pronounce to wood dust. It is not our
intent, nor are we submitting this as legal or health advice. We can tell you that chemicals on that 
list are in cheese, cereals, fried potatoes, coffee, vinegar, bottled water, potato chips, chocolate, 
and fried, roasted, or baked meats. If a product contains any amount of these 900 or so chemicals 
and you do not put the warning on the product it may result in a fi ne of up to $2,500 per day. Since 
it is not possible to separate the boxes on which knives go to California from those that go to the 
other 49 states the notice is on all of the Case boxes.

CASE IN SPACE

ss a a g gifift t frfromom C Casase.e.
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2018 has fl own by and it’s that time of year to renew 
your SHCC Membership for 2019. 
Give us a call at 1-800-727-4643
or online at
CASEXX.COM/SHCC
to renew today. At the 
same time, it would be good 
idea to place your order for the 
2019 member knives. This year’s 
handle is Lasered 
Cinnamon Bone.

800-727-4643

SHCC
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The New Year & Your 
Membership Renewal 
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Junior Member Tiny Trapper

Item # JR19

Member Trapper

Item # SR19
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It all started on Sept. 16, 1995.
The very fi rst Case Celebration in the Ozarks.
That’s TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO—if you’re counting!

The Celebration Knife was a Red Bone Trapper limited in production to only 500 
(shown here) Shepherd Hills Collectors Club hadn’t even been formed yet, so 
there were no Friday night special events or Club knives made that year.

Lots has changed, but one thing has stayed the same—each of those 25 
years we’ve had a lot of fun and made a LOT of memories and many of 
you—some here since the very beginning are a huge part of all that!  SO we 
are gearing up to celebrate BIG TIME this fall!

So, mark your calendar now to make plans to be in Lebanon MO for our SHCC Collectors Club 
Pre-Celebration Party (Friday, Sept. 6) and the 25th Case Celebration in the Ozarks Saturday, Sept. 

7th. We’re working hard to make it our biggest and best 
one yet. We do hope you’ll come join in the fun and help 
us make a few more of those great memories.

A Look Back at That
FIRST Celebration…1995
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